
 

This is only a summary of the ADU standards. See Ordinance No. 4281 for all applicable standards. 
 
*Room is defined as an unsubdivided portion of the interior of a dwelling unit, excluding bathrooms, kitchens, closet, hallways and 
service porches. 
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Standard Attached ADU Detached ADU 

Number of Rooms* For ADUs less than 850 SF: 4 Max. 
For ADUs 850 SF or greater: 6 Max. 

Minimum Unit Size 220 SF 

Maximum Unit Size 

For lots less than 7,200 SF: 
- 50% of total Living Area of Primary Dwelling 
- 850 SF for Studio or One-Bedroom Units or 1,000 SF 

for Two or More Bedroom Units 
 

For lots 7,200 SF in area or greater: 
- 50% of total Living Area of Primary Dwelling or  

1,200 SF, whichever is less 
 

For lots less than 7,200 SF: 
- 850 SF Max. for Studio or One-Bedroom Units 
- 1,000 SF Max. for Two or More Bedroom Units 
 
For lots 7,200 SF in area or greater: 
- 1,200 SF Max. 

Lot Coverage 35% Max. 
Height 2 Stories or 35’ Max. (But no taller than primary dwelling) 
Minimum Distance 
Between Buildings 

Between an ADU and the Primary Dwelling: 10’ 
Between an ADU and an Accessory Structure: 6’ 

Front Yard 25’ Min. 
Side Yard 4’ Min. 
Rear Yard 4’ Min. 
Roof Eaves Min. 2’ from property line; Max. 1’ projection into side yard 
Landscaping Min. 20% of entire parcel 
Parking None. However, if provided, it must comply with applicable development standards. 
Architecture Architectural elements of the ADU must be the same in appearance as those of the primary dwelling. 
Exterior Access Required 
Utility Connections ADUs are not required to install a new or separate utility connection directly between the ADUs and the utility. 
Owner Occupancy Not required until 1/1/2025.  
Rental Period 30 days Min. 
Deed Restriction Required 



  

This is only a summary of the ADU standards. See Ordinance No. 4281 for all applicable standards. 
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Standard Interior ADU  
on Single-Unit Lot 

Limited Detached ADU  
on Single-Unit Lot 

Junior Accessory Dwelling Unit 

Minimum Unit Size 220 SF 
Maximum Unit Size n/a 800 SF 500 SF 
Height n/a 16 feet n/a 
Side Yard Sufficient for fire & safety 4 feet n/a 
Rear Yard Sufficient for fire & safety 4 feet n/a 
Exterior Access Required n/a Required 
Utility Connections Not required 
Owner Occupancy Not required until 1/1/2025. Required 
Rental Period 30 days Min. 
Deed Restriction Required 
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Historic Properties 

 
Interior ADUs, Limited Detached ADUs, and JADUs on Historic Properties 

- Do not require a Major Certificate of Appropriateness IF they meet the following standards: 
o To the extent that any modifications to the exterior of the existing structure is required as part of an Interior ADU, JADU or Limited 

Detached ADU, the modifications shall be consistent with the historically significant architecture of the existing structure. The 
following elements of the ADU must be the same in appearance as those of the existing structure: 

§ Architectural style (e.g. Craftsman, Victorian, Modern, etc.), 
§ Architectural detailing (e.g. exposed rafters, knee braces, decorative tile, etc.), 
§ Construction materials, finishes, and colors, 
§ Door trim and style, and 
§ Window trim and style (i.e., grid pattern, frame thickness, opening direction, etc.).  

Attached ADUs, Detached ADUs, and JADUs (that do not meet the above standards) on both Single Unit and Multi Unit Lots on 
Historic Properties:  

- A Major Certificate of Appropriateness is required for the construction of these ADU configurations on Historic Properties. 

Relief from Standards 
 
Minor Deviation (Director Approval) 

- Relief may be requested for the following standards: 
o Coverage. An increase of not more than 10% in the maximum allowable lot coverage. 
o Min. Distance Between Buildings. A decrease of not more than four (4) feet in the minimum distance between an ADU and an 

Accessory Structure. 
o Yards. A decrease on not more than one (1) foot in the required side and/or rear yard. 

 
Conditional Use Permit (Planning Commission Approval) 

- Relief may be requested for the following standards: 
o Number of Rooms 
o Unit Size 
o Location Restriction 
o Roof Eaves 
o Architecture 

 


